Mendon – Upton Youth Soccer Association
Meeting Minutes October, 2005
 

Meeting Date: October 4th, 2005                 Start: 7:25pm                Adjourned 9:01pm 

 

Present: Ken Perregaux, Don Morin, Tony Adcock, Keith Jackson, Chris Wojtowicz, Dave Adams, Rich Victor, Michael Merrigan, Mike Brodeur, Mike Poe, Bob Burke, Bob Dumas, Stephane Talon, Matt Collins

 

Agenda / Discussion
 

1.      Referee Update - C. Wojtowicz

a. It was mentioned that there was a bit too much yelling at referees at the U8 level, and that the problem needed to be addressed.  Ken agreed to work with Bob Burke to ensure that a communication went out to the coaches to remind all coaches that our club will not tolerate abusive behavior toward a referee.  
b. Chris stated that he would be setting up a grade 9 (introductory) referee course for the spring of '06.

2. MAYS Update - K. Jackson

a. Keith reminded the membership that we need to start planning for the spring '06 season soon, as we will need to submit our preliminary rosters to the MAYS League in early January.  

b. Mike Brodeur agreed to send an email to all registered players from this fall, as well as provide registration forms to the schools.  We agreed that we should enforce a deadline of November 15th this year to allow coordinators and coaches time to select their teams.  Mike agreed to get the communication out by the end of next week (October 15th), giving parents one month to register.

c. Mike also suggested taking out an advertisement in the Town Crier to remind parents about the registration deadline.  All agreed that this was a good way to add to our communication efforts.


3.      Field updates

a. Grover – the field is in pretty good shape, but it could really use some loam and seed to fill out some rough spots.  
b. Hood - the shed needs work, as it appears that an animal has dug under the "floor" of the shed.  Don reminded folks that this shed has no floor at all, but simply has a tarp covering the ground.  The club should considering fixing up this shed soon so we can get more years out of it.
c. Kiwanis - no irrigation has been put in yet.  The town is still awaiting bids and hopes to complete the work this fall.
d. Clough - field is working out okay, but it is getting beat up pretty badly.  Should consider staying off it next spring.
e. Miscoe Hill - field is also working out okay, but it too is getting beat up pretty badly.  It doesn't get regular fertilization and is very dry, turning into a "dust bowl" this fall.  The field needs attention.

f. Memorial Field, Mendon - no issues; field is working out great for the U6 & U7 programs

g. Memorial Field, Upton - a well and irrigation have been installed, but they aren't being used yet.  Dave Adams agreed to look into this. 

4.      Bob Bigelow - Talk on October 13th - The MUYSA has joined up with the Upton Youth Club and Mendon Baseball/Softball to sponsor Bob Bigelow at the high school on Thursday night, 10/13.  Ads in the Town Crier and Milford Daily News, as well as fliers in the schools will go out to communicate this event to the communities of Mendon and Upton.

5.   Indoor Practices - there are issues with teams practicing at the local schools under the name of the MUYSA but doing so for their indoor teams.  The club needs to figure out how to ensure that parents aren't misled into thinking that indoor teams fall under the jurisdiction of the MUYSA, because they do not.  Mike Poe agreed to follow up with the proprietors of the HAB to determine what type of insurance the players get by participating in their programs, and Don will check with John Smith as well as Mass Youth Soccer.  The topic will be discussed again at the November meeting.

6.   Coaches Education - M. Poe

a. Mike agreed to check into the possibility of putting together an 'F' and/or a 'G' course for the spring.

b. He will also check into setting up a goal keeping model session for coaches, in addition to one for foot skills.  He will try to set these up for February vacation like we've done in past years.

7.   Equipment Update - Chris Schimp wasn't able to make the meeting, but Ken asked if 
club wanted to order water bottles with the club logo on them.  Since there wasn't enough information available during the meeting, the membership decided to pass over this discussion until more info from Chris is available. 

8.   Uniforms - It was asked whether we should consider replacing our current uniform 

supplier (Pop Tops) as they're quite expensive.  It was also asked if we needed to supply reversible jerseys since we now travel at the U10 level in spring and fall.  Ken said he would follow up with Chris Schimp to look into a new jersey supplier, and would also discuss ordering additional club stuff like jackets, shirts, etc. that folks could purchase.

9.   Web Site - Ken mentioned that he has found a volunteer to maintain the website.

      Matt Collins has agreed to do this.  Ken will work with Matt to get him up to speed 

      with these duties in the next few months. 

10.  Tryouts - No update as Jeff Ernst was not present. 

11. Vice President Officer - M. Brodeur

      Mike mentioned that he believes the club should consider adding an office of Vice President to our structure.  This officer's duties would include providing the role of liaison to local clubs, banks, commissions, etc. for field use, fund raising, etc.  This person could also create a formal tie to the local schools.  Mike agreed to document these duties and bring them to the November meeting for further discussion.

12. Other Items

a. Ken mentioned that at the recent state meeting it was decided to increase the state registration fee by $3.00 per person to help fund the cost to build a soccer complex in Lancaster, MA.  

      b. Mike B. mentioned that there were still volunteers out there who had not completed a CORI form yet.  Mike will personally contact those people and will tell them that they cannot volunteer their time with the club until the form is completed.

6.      Don Morin motioned to adjourn and Mike Poe seconded; the meeting adjourned at 9:01pm.
