Mendon – Upton Youth Soccer Association

Meeting Minutes April 2006
Meeting Date: April 4th, 2006

Start: 7:22 pm

Adjourned 8:51 pm 

Present: Ken Perregaux, Mike Brodeur, Don Morin, Ed Mullarkey, Michael Merrigan, Pete Bloznalis, Mark Murray, Rich Victor, Tom Fichtner, Bobby Burke, Mark Fitzgerald, Dave Adams, Chris Schimp, Mike Poe, Chris Wojtowicz, Luis Carreiro, Ciarien O’Shaughnessy, Mark McGowan, Steve Griswold
Agenda / Discussion

1. Approve previous month’s minutes: The March meeting minutes were not presented.  They will be presented in the next meeting.  
2. Spring  

a. Registrations – Mike Brodeur provided there are 472 players and coaches registered.

i. U6/U7/U8 – The U6 and U7 program will start April 22nd. 
NOTE: CORI forms are required for any person coaching, volunteering, or in any way affiliated with the MUYSA.  Coordinators are asked to reconcile there coach and volunteer lists with the database.  If anyone has any questions, please contact Mike Brodeur.

ii. U14 Boys – Two teams were put in for the spring season as D2 teams.  MAYS moved one team to D1.  The move was appealed and two D2 teams were granted by MAYS.  There were 8 roster changes between the two teams after the rosters were submitted in January.  The MAYS rejected the last roster changes.  An appeal to add additional players was brought to the MAYS board and rejected last weekend (April 2).  An important point that was learned was that a team is allowed 3 roster changes in a season. An additional meeting with the MAYS board is being planned.

iii. Playing up revisited with a twist – A U8 player was added to the database.  The player is in third grade.  The parents requested the player play with U10 to keep the player with the friends in her grade.  The U10’s are full. This player will have to play with the U8’s. If the U10’s were not full, she would have been allowed to play up. 

iv. Fill-in Players – the U14 Boys are having trouble filling the rosters. The use of fill-in players was discussed and approved for the U14 Boys in the last meeting. Having the fill-in players would preclude having to forfeit games. 

v. Waivers for players playing up – A player who was playing up was injured in the past.  The decision for a player to play up is made by the players’ parent(s).  For example: the U12 Boys are full and there are openings in U14Boys.  The players and parent(s) may opt to have the player play for U14 Boys.  Parents have to be aware of where their child is playing.  There is no additional form required.
b. MAYS Update – The MAYS season starts April 1. Ed Mullarkey attended the last meeting.  Ed has the rosters and schedules for U16 Boys, U14 Girls, U12 Girls, and U12 Boys. Mike Brodeur sent in the final roster updates yesterday.  
c. Field Discussions:  
i. Grover Field– Field Coordinator: Ed Mullarkey.  Field is used for U12 and above.  Will be used for all 11v11 games. The field is et up and ready to go 
ii. Hood Field – Field Coordinator: Mark McGowan. Will be used for the U8 program. It will be set up this Sunday April 7th.    

iii. West River Field – Field Coordinator: Mike Brodeur. The field is good for games this spring. There are two teams practicing at the field.  Please practice off the playing portion of the field.

Mark Fitzgerald motioned to purchase a Turtle Fence for West River Filed.  On of the conditions of building the field was to protect the turtles.  The cost of the fence is not to exceed $500.00.  The fence will be installed by the Upton Parks and Recreation Department.  The motion was seconded by Bobby Burke.  The motion passed unanimously.  

iv. Clough School – The field is set up and is ready for play.  The filed is lined for an 8v8 field.  The size of the field is 80x60 yards. 
v. Nipmuc Practice Field – Field Coordinator: Pete Bloznalis.  ½ the field can be used after 6:00pm during the week.  
1. U6/U7 – will be used for U6/U7 starting April 22.

2. U10 Practices – If a coach would like to use Nipmuc for a U10 practice, please contact Pete to schedule.

3. UYC – The Upton Youth Club will be using the field on Mondays and Thursdays.

vi. Memorial School Field – Tabled the discussion until the fall when baseball may not be using the field.  MUYSA will pay for the fertilization of the field if we are granted access.  This cost should be split with baseball if MUYSA is not going to have access to the field in the spring and fall.

vii. Kiwanis Field – the field is seeded and the irrigation system is installed.  MYUSA will continue to work with the Upton Parks and Rec committee to determine if it will be available in the fall. 

3. Fall

a. Tryouts / Jamboree Day – The U12 girls will have tryouts for the fall season.  These dates should be identified by the next meeting.  The U10’s will have a Jamboree Day.  The date is still undetermined.  The coordinators for U10 and U8 will set up the Jamboree Day.

Discussion for the U10 program was initiated with the question of how the parents and players liked to travel to play.  MUYSA started traveling with the U10 program 2 years ago.  Prior to traveling, the U10 program was in town only.  The U10 coordinators are asked to evaluate to continue traveling, to play in-town only, or to combine with another local town.  This topic will be revisited at future meetings.

b. Registrations – These registrations have to get started soon.  June 15th is the cutoff for the Fall registration with MAYS.  Remember, only 3 roster changes are allowed per team.  We have to have solid rosters when they are submitted.

4. Equipment Update:  

a. Equipment Coordinator – Chris Schimp provided that 50 cases of paint are in the Hood Field shed.  Field Coordinators may pick up paint at the shed. Chris will order corner flags for West River Field and 16 sand bag covers for Clough and Grover fields.  Chris has game balls for those coaches who need them.  

b. Participation Awards – sports bottles will be provided as participation awards.  Chris has ordered 500 bottles.  A sample will be provided at a future meeting.

c. Uniforms – The Soccer Spot will continue to provide uniforms.  The Soccer Spot marks up the uniforms 100%.  There is no cost to the club for having the Soccer Spot administer the uniforms.  We could cut down on the price of a uniform if the club coordinated the sale of the uniforms.  This would require a Uniform Coordinator.  This may be able to be coordinated through the registration day stated last spring.  Additional details with the vendors would have to be worked out. This warrants future discussion at meetings.   

5. Scholarship Committee Update – No update. Applications are due in the end of April.  There will be a committee meeting May 1st to start the evaluation process.  The scholarship is open to both Nipmuc and Blackstone Valley students.  There will be two $500.00 scholarships.  

6. Registration Going Forward

a. The committee to evaluate using an on-line internet system has made little progress.  Mike Brodeur, the chairperson, will get the members together and to continue the evaluation.

7. Coaches Education 

a. Mike Poe has coordinated two Coaches education courses to be offered in the Spring 2006:

i. “G” course – The course was held on Sunday March 5th, from 9:00am to 1:00pm at Miscoe Hill School.  The course was attendee by 16 participants, 13 were from MUYSA.
ii. “F” course – The course was held Sunday March 12th, 8:00am to 5:00pm at Miscoe Hill School. The course was well attended.
b. Goalie Clinic - Mike Poe coordinated Goal Keeper session for both coaches and players at the Hab on March 30th.  Greg Gomes ran the clinic.  It was attended by 20+ players and coaches.  Most of the players were from the U12 age group.  The clinic was well received and a special thanks goes out to Greg Gomes for his continued support of the club.
Note: the Gary Crompton Youth Soccer Day Camp will be held in the last week of August, Monday through Thursday.  This camp has been well received in the past by players and parents.  

8. Referee Coordinator – Chris Wojtowicz provided there were 23 participants for the Level 9 Referee Course on March 13th and 16th from 5:45pm to 9:45pm at the Mendon Senior Center.  Fifteen of the participants were from Mendon and Upton.  They will be referees for the U7 and U8 programs.  Chris needs the schedules as soon as possible to set up the referees for the spring. 
9. Elections in June – The following positions will be up for election in June:

1. President

2. Vice President (New position)

3. Secretary 

The Registrar and Treasurer have one more year before these position are up for election. To be eligible to vote, you have to attend 2 of the last 3 meeting MUYSA meetings.  
10. Other Items:

a. The Brochure prepared by Mark Murray – Mike Brodeur has some updates to the brochure and will meet with Mark to make the changes. 
b. Effortless Car Wash in Milford – Don Morin provided that the car wash will sell tickets to an organization to raise funds.  The cost of the ticket is $10.00.  A portion of the ticket will be provided back to the organization that sold the ticket.  The Mendon Baseball club participating in this fund raiser this spring.  We will monitor their outcome and evaluate if MUYSA would like to do this in the fall or next spring. 
11. Next Meeting Date – May 2th, 7:15, Rose Garden Café.  
Ken Perregaux motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:51pm.  The motion was seconded by Ed Mullarkey.  The motion passed unanimously.
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