Mendon – Upton Youth Soccer Association

Meeting Minutes October 2006

Meeting Date: September 5, 2006
      Start: 7:26 pm
        Adjourned 8:48 pm 

Present: Rich Victor, Mike Poe, Mike Brodeur, Luis Carreiro, Ciaran O’Shaughnessy, Chris Wojtowicz, Don Morin, Stephane Talon, Mike Merrigan, Mark McGowan, Michael Arrigo, Pete Bloznalis, Keith Jackson, Mark Murray, Mike Goddard, Tony Addoch, Dave Adams
Agenda / Discussion

1. Meeting minutes for September were approved.
Rich Victor motioned to approve September’s meeting notes.

Seconded by Mike Brodeur. Motion approved unanimously.

2. Fall  

a. MAYS Update:
i. Rosters: The club has been fined three times so far this season for roster violations. Do not write names on rosters. Any roster changes need to go through the registrar. It takes about a week to get official rosters back. Keith suggested that coaches talk with the referee and opposing coach before the game if there is a player not on the roster. Since the fall season is recreational they will probably allow the player (if you do this don’t modify the roster).

ii. Running up scores: There were two M/U teams that lost games by a large goal differential. MAYS is concerned about uneven games and would like all coaches to avoid this and practice good sportsmanship.
b. Travel age group coordinator updates
· All coordinators or coaches present reported that the season is going well. With the exception of the two games noted above all the teams seem to be well matched in their divisions.
c. Field updates

i. Grover (U14/U12B)

Field is in pretty good shape except for one rough spot. Two fields are lined. One issue this weekend with having enough time between a U14 game and a U12 game. Game was played without the lines painted. Coaches should try and get to line painting before Saturdays.

ii. Nipmuc & Mem School Field (U12G)

Fields are in good shape. Scheduling has worked well. 

iii. West River & MC Gift Barn (U10)

West River field is rough in the middle. Problem is lack of watering. Upton is looking into a sprinkler system. Gift barn field is okay. Lines can be painted if desired.
d. In-town program

i. Status of Fall Season

1. U08

· Season is going well.

· Referee feedback should be directed to Chris Wojtowicz. Don Morin and Chris will discuss ideas to help them further, including having someone observe and give pointers at the field.

2. U07

· Picture day created some havoc. Suggest a different approach next year.

· Some teams have too many players. Getting coaches was a problem. Also many late registrations have made this difficult. 120 kids are playing.

3. U06

· There are too many kids for the way the schedule was created. Mike is trying to implement a staggered start. 150 kids are playing.
ii. Fields
1. Hood:

· Fields are good.

· Dumpster quote was received. There hasn’t been an issue with trash removal. At this point the dumpster isn’t needed.

2. Memorial Park:

· Field is good.
· Concession stand has been open a few times.

3. Spring

a. Registration
i. Registration forms will be going out to the school next week. Emails will follow.
ii. Mike Brodeur will talk with Matt Collins to have the web site updated with new deadlines.

iii. Age group coordinators should start making sure that coaches are lined up for the season.
iv. Some pass cards will need to be updated because they have a 05/06 season date on them instead of 06/07. If yours has that date let Mike Brodeur know.
b. Fields
i. Kiwanis:

Field will be looked at this coming week to decide if it will be playable in the spring.

ii. Clough:
Field is in better shape. It was seeded a few weeks ago. Irrigation system is in and working. Mendon Parks Department coordinated the field. They will need to be contacted to find out availability for the spring.

iii. Field access is going to be an ongoing issue. 
· Don Morin, as part of the school committee, is working on policies for access to school owned fields and facilities. All youth clubs will be involved. 
· Tom Fichtner, as the club vice president, will start communication with the town departments, school, and other clubs to try to work out an equitable use plan.
· Mike Poe has submitted a request for gym use in March. Waiting for a response. We will end up sharing time.

· Further field planning for spring is needed at next month’s meeting.

4. Website:
a. Mike Poe has worked with Matt to have events posted. The site looks real good. All broken links have been fixed.
5. Equipment Update:
a. Chris is looking for a replacement as equipment coordinator. If anyone is interested let Mike Poe know or contact Chris Schimp directly.

b. Jackets:

i. Mike Arrigo has sold 50 of the jackets; 39 remain. He has been having trouble with people arranging to pick them up but not showing. Suggesting scheduling one day in the spring for pickup once the jackets are received from the big order. 

ii. There will be no special coaches jackets. Special embroidering can be coordinated on your own.

c. Chris has some coaches shirts available.
6. Coaches Education: 
a. We are looking for a new coaches education coordinator. Contact Mike Poe if interested.

b. Email Mike Poe if you are interested in an E level coaches course. If enough interest Mike will organize one. There are courses listed on the Mass Youth Soccer web site.
7. Fall Pictures

· Picture day went well with the exception of the U7 confusion.

8. Nipmuc Soccer Girls/Boys Nights
· The girls soccer game was well attended with standing room only and plenty of the kids wearing their uniforms.

· Next game: Tuesday October 17, Boys JV/Varsity Soccer vs Whitinsville Christian at Nipmuc. JV Game at 5:30, Varsity Game at 7pm.
9. Referee Coordinator Update 
· U7 and U8 games are going well. Chris is receiving feedback via email. Coaches should continue to do this. The refs get this input.
· Not running a Level 9 course in the spring. Looking into a new bridge course for Level 9 referees to get to Level 8.

10. Other

· Family night at Revolution information has been posted on the web site and an email went out to all coaches.
· Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge is being sponsored by St. Michaels. Gordon Scott is coordinating. Mike Poe sent and email out to all U12 and above coaches. Players 10 and older are eligible.

· A contractor from Upton has indicated that he would help out with removal of fence posts at Hood field. Mike Poe is waiting for a quote.

· Tom Fichtner will start looking into opportunities to get corporate sponsors. An idea is to have them sponsor the t-shirts for the U6 and U7 players.

11. Next Meeting Date – October 7th, 7:15, Rose Garden Café.  

Don Morin motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:48.  The motion was seconded by Lou Carreiro and passed unanimously.
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