                              Mendon-Upton Youth Soccer Association

                             Meeting Minutes for February, 2009

Meeting Date: Feb. 3, 2009                  Start: 7:40pm                  Adjourned: 9:01pm

Present: Mike Poe, Tom Fichtner, Kevin Shaughnessy, Jules Yasuna, Ed Chalek

               Bruce Nickelson, Mike Merrigan, Lou carreiro, Bobby Burke

1. Approval of previous month’s minutes:

a. previous month’s minutes not available for approval

2. Spring  2009:

                  a. MAYS Update:

                       - Mike Poe updated attendees on pass card situation

                       - Mike Poe confirmed March 15,2009 for the MAYS Coaches’ Meeting

                          and advised attendees to check MAYS website for location/time

                                                 (MAYS website is www.maysl.org)

                   b. Registration Update:

                        - Mike Poe reiterated process to the attendees as far as adding players

                           to rosters especially those to a D1 or D2 team.

c. Indoor Practices (Spring Teams): 

· Mike Poe provided details as to how the indoor spring practices will run

· Should be enough time slots available to accommodate the approx.23

      Teams in the U10 – U14 Age Groups. The venues available for practices

      Will be the gyms at Nipmuc, Memorial & Clough

· Lou C. suggested that we pole the coaches & from that, determine how

      Best to allocate. Mike P. will send email to notify all coaches

d. Age Group Coordinators’ Updates:

       - No updates provided. Bruce N. (U10 Boys Coordinator) did inquire

          about priority for passcards for new assistants who had not coached

          in the Fall 2008 season.

d. Spring Fields:

· Mike P. informed attendees of meeting being held in Upton by the

                                     Upton Recreation Committee to discuss the new fee structure being
                                     Proposed. Meeting to be held on Feb.12, 2009 at 7:00pm at the

                                     Memorial School in Upton.

                                - Tom F. noted that there has not been a confirmation received from

                                   the Mendon Parks & Recreation on field status. Tom F. will contact

                                   for update & will also inquire as to the availability of the Mendon

                                   Country Gift Barn field.

                                -  Memorial School was requested for use for the U6/U7 program as

                                    Nipmuc fields will not be utilized due to poor conditions.

  - Touchstone School field will be off-line to rest and provide main-

     tenance this Spring. MUYSA will offer to provide overseeding

     treatment. Date is TBD.

   - West River, Hood Field & Kiwanis are all set.
3. Equipment Update:

              a. Equipment Coordinator (Mike G.) not in attendance. Mike P. informed

                  attendees about the inventory process being implemented by Mike Goddard.
                  To confirm what is needed for the Spring 2009 season.

4.  Coaches Education Update:

             a. G Course:

                   - Education Coordinator (Stephanie W.) not in attendance. Mike P.

                     informed attendees of the new on-line G Course being offered thru MAYS.

                     The cost is $35.00 which MUYSA will reimburse back to the coaches. 

· Lou C. provided insightful comments on the value of taking the G & F

                                     courses. Stressed that the G Course at minimum should be taken.

                               -    Mike P., Lou C. & Bruce N. had a good exchange of ideas regarding

                                    options to consider in developing a good practice plan.

                   b.  Coaches’ Clinic:

                         - Mike P. discussed the plan to have Gary Crompton come in to provide

                            clinics this Spring during the month of March. An email will follow

                            from Stephanie Wilson (Education Coordinator) on specific dates/times. 

                          - a valuable discussion emphasizing skills ensued between Mike P., 

                             Mike M. & Lou C.

                         -  Mike M. brought up possibility of creating incentives for people to

                             take the coaches’ courses

                          - an F Course is scheduled for March. Date to be announced.

        5. Referee Coordinator Update:

                     a. Consideration for raising the pay for U6/U7 games:

                         - Mike P. noted the issues that were raised by Mike Goodwin (Referee

                           Coordinator) that may help to smooth things out. One of the concerns

                           related to whether U8 games were being taken over the U7 games

                           because the U8 games pay more. There was also an issue of schedule

                           conflicts regarding start/end times of the U7/U8 games. The Board will

                           follow up with Mike Goodwin to get a more in-depth picture.

         6. Website Update:

                     a. Mike P. informed attendees that the MUYSA website has been updated

                         in several key areas. The site will be updated with schedules when they

                         are received from the league.

         7. Other Items:

                    - Mike P. informed attendees that the coaches will be directed to contact

                       their teams during the 2nd week of February, 2009.
                    - Lou C. brought up an issue concerning the rate of ACL injuries 

                       amongst  high school/college level soccer players, particularly the

                       higher increase experienced among female players. Lou provided
                       a valuable website (www.aclprevent.com ) to reference for infor-
                       mation on this issue. It was also advised that coaches should con- 

                       sider incorporating certain warm-up drills as part of practices and

                       pre-game warm-ups.

           NEXT MEETING :  March 3, 2009                         

